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Cryptocoryne dewitii N. Jacubsen sp. nov. (Araceae)

Niels Jacobsen

Jacobsen. W, 1977 12 30: Cryplocorvoe dewitii ™. Jacobsen s ndv. lAraceag). Hor,
MNarigar 130 181 382, Stockhalm, 1S5 O006-H 195,

A new species of Crypiocoryse from Papna, New Cuinea is deseribed and illustrared,

MNisly Jucobyen, Mxitare of Systematic Boduny, Universivy of Copenkagen. Gothersgude
140, DK-1123 Copentragen K, Deamark.

Cryplocoryne dewitli N, Jacobsen sp. nov.

Folta circiter |5 cm longa; laminze supep obscure
virides, subtus pallidieres, 7 8 cm longee, anguste
vrales, basi cordatae, margine leviler undulatae, in
herbario complanatas irreguliites denlatas se proe-
bentes. Spatha circiter K em longa; tubus circiter 2 cm
longus: limbus circiter § em longns, anguste ovalis vel
lanceolatus, Favtens vel favidus, basi aibidus. supra
ohgcurior, extus cinnamemets; collare faucale nuflum;
wibus inferice ut videtur alveolis nollis. Spadix circiter
1 em longus, stigima ovale, brevier pedicellatum:
corpora olfactoria irregularia; flores masculi circiter 30,

Holotymis dw 16 Augusti anni 1971 in silva palustri
paulure supra mare prope Kiunga Airstrip fracms
Kiungensis regianis Papuanae Western Disliicl insulac
New Cumeq sub numero NGF 46318 a P. Katik lecus,
sieus in Herbario Smithsoniano M%) depositos.
i?nt:rpl'a in Herbario Leydensi (L} et Herburio Laensi
t_AK)

ihe drawing is a reconstruction of the speci-

men at LAE. However, as the muddle part of the
spathe i3 missing, the spathe of e US specimen
has been inserted instead. The upper part of the
spathe is missing in the L specimen.

Mo siolons are present on the herbanum
specimens, hit they were doubtless broken off
when the plants were dug up.

The species was found in lowland forest in the
central western part of Pupua. at an altitude of ¢.
70 m. The short tube of the spathe indicates an
ar-phibious habit, and the plants were probably
cn.crscd at the time of flumering, The leaves are
covered with a thin laver of mud and nchre. The
colvur of the limb was described as cresm by the
coliector. The colours fade somewhat on drying
and it is no lunger possible to describe the

colourativn of the spathe more precisely The
tatside of the limb seems (0 be more brownish
than the rest. The herbarium specimens have
denticulate leaf marging, an artefact obviously
caused by pressing the slightly undulate lcaf
margins of the live plant.

The species is endemic to New Guinea, wlheic
C. cifiata Roxb,) Schott and €. versteepi Engl,
also occur. Rataj (1975) ciled the collection of
this new species under C. versteesii Fngl., a
species characterized by its green, fleshy lew es
with an almost riangnlar Jeaf-blade {Fngler
1920, de Wit 1971), a spathe with a vellow throat
atd collar and a very short, ruguse. purple limb
(Tacobsen 1977).

Cryptocoryne dewitts 15 characterized by ovate
leaves with a slightly undulate margin, the rather
wide, yellow to cream opening of the spathe. a
rather flat, elongawe limb, and the shsence of 3
cullar,

The species is named [n honour of Prot. H, C.
D. de Wir, nestor of the Crypro's.
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Cluwstensen for the Latin translation.
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Fle, 1. Crpplacoryne dewiniis o A Habit - B: Limi of the spathe,  C: Spadin, —A =07 Bx 1.0, C =8
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